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1) On Saturday ifeifc. 10, 1966 the Department of' Slavic Studies at .New York 


i'. ~ii ’ of the evening was Pro f. ^guest s who w^e'to^ai t^ir -i 

r*}.\ %. ’■ . • y.T> ‘‘ •’.. : ... Y- •*: • "- •' 'YY. •. Y^Yyi •. .•' • 

}% ^ works Ivan DEACE and Dmytrk PAVI.ICHKO bofb offwjfe^m are presently with jthe Eh^ : - 

, : fi\ delegation to the General Assembly. Prof. Jtvah ^ZEE from Eutgers Bniv*Y dell^l . 

-, vered thm opening statements, bi^ijf ly acquainting the audience with Ukrainia^a : 
’}'}■ • . ^ literature. He mentioned the earlier wprl&» of bWy'pcetry of the 1920 among 
Y Y which the works of Favlo TYCHYHA stafl^,; out thefhost* This early peripJL was ;! 5 
fiv followed by an era of silence. The l$6pv« bi|ohg^li on -a new resurgence-|of ph£ts/y 
. ' of which- Vasyl' SYMONENKO, Lina KOSTENKO, Myicpla VfftHEANOVSKYY and SYSMYIVfiKE&f 
:.^4 are the better known. This brief intrjoducti$£ : : was followed by the readings of '? /'> 
|vV the guest poets. Their works were read in Bdglish by Maria MALAHCHDK and ilABTAk ./ 

; 1 vtised the translations by Patricia KYLYMA - TARNAWSKA , :Karta | : 

W J ' BOHACHEWSKA - CHOKIAK, YTtriy TAENAWSKY and Marko TSAEYNNYK. In the process flf 

if ^ the -evening the poetB read- 9 >of theirf works^^Y./ ■' ''/>'■ 

2) Following the readings the people in the audience were allowed to |ask 

,4; r guests. , v •' yvff' ' ■'4 '^y- 

*■'/ v si C ^.J^Eoman MAC)/ - Why is it that TJkr. poetry ; : began to flourish oo.ly in the 2j96CZ*S 

W: ' -4# (BEACH) - The past decade did not present suitable conditions for.; the daye-# : - • 

lopment of poetry as is the case today. Thet^eoent; Congress of likr. writers^ 
in Kiev shows the literary daring. | Having this in mxnd it can he mentioned 
that the opening speech ofjthe head of the Cdhgress’?of the Writers off the C^aine 
■ was excellent. /. - : ^y. 

Q* It isin ter eating to listen to poets with diplomatic passports but send us , 

' L. KOSTENKO, M. VINHRANO VSKY Y and others. ; $ ' 

A.. Your desires are also ours. We , shall do everything possible that they may 
come here. - ; '"5v 




jfc . vTWteAJ ■«****’ 

Q, (Mykola STEPANENKO) - Reading the 1 Literaturna Ukraina whicfc is published in 
Kiev and comparing it to the Literaturna Gaz&tfea (which comes out in ithe Russian 
language it can be said that the Literaturna ^Ukyaina is a much, better publicatioz 
However it seems odd that the first page of this paper carries, news fltbout colt- 
lective farm works which have nothingifto do with literature. Lately it has been 
reported by news media that the two present have bhen elected tit, the: 


executive boaj|d to the UrhfiSh ; of:ifWritj^h Pan .ahf-thing^e 

to improve this: fault. v '('rh ■ V ^ v - Jl 'h'sfh 


A. (DRACH) - Personally £ am Unsatisfflltd; '||ltl||^ie . of Xiieraturha Ukra ine. 
The fault is not that it reports about collective farms but the way in which 
this., is writ te!»* I. 

then 'this condition can be,' improved* . ; £ : . u .' %' 'CKs. hi - - ; t t . -1 


5?'.a d^orehi^t.and 


(PAVLYCHKO) - agree to become ; Qdit^;,if|:LRAjPl^WillJi-a;gree to write ar t icle sfo f t ex 


in the last few 


Q. How do you explain thefact that Uic^aihi an ;p thy began to develop anewf 


A. (Bastfcrbhko ) The Ukrainian poetry of t£e $P-Viet period has gone^r^ugh. f; 


two phases : the 1920a, of which ;tepres.ent^±ih^,^erQ; t^ works Of Pavjjo i • S •• * • 
Tychyna, Maksym Aylsky and others , and the poetry o^, the 1960s . The reason for 
this break was that the conditions were ( rather impossible for the development 
of poetry during the personality cult period ^iyi^th its physicalvdestruction 
of . the Ukrainian writers, and creative ihtel.l^onts'iav But these •?•, ' . ; ' 

conditions were not limited to Ukraine^. Still, -'even .during this break* ’? 
a few good poems were written, among; them those by Rylsky, Sosyura'S ; !' 
,u, ove Ukraine" and one or two others*./ h ' '? ' ■ *" 

(Oksana BAKUM) . Why is there nothing about the cinema art in the 
5 ^rhal %yst^vo '?Th; : • 'J | ( ' c ;'' ' 


" gSBrhal MystStstvo ? V, ■ yj A JyJy ; W'W 

t A. (DRACH) — "If we want to talk about thejlevel/'of this art then the; 
magazine Mystetstvo (Art) reflects it best, and no. comments are needed 

• f. ' - ->*. fl _ "" ' • l) - * /if.' Zb' 'i. 

here . In order to lift the level of the magaiihe , ±hsa better editorial . 

:• 'V. y c-^ 

staf f is needed. •; v ;c :\ '■■■ ) • ’ 

Q. (BLYZNAK) — On the one hand we hear about the development in Ukrainian 
•literature and on the other -- about the arrests -of- a whole number of 
Writers, among them Bvitlychny and Dzyuba. . W 






: ; 1 : ' 

• ,5 «“V 

A. (PAVLYCHKO) -- W$ have already hud, occasion to reply to that question 
several times. Dzyuba was not arrested. Svitlychny was arrested and 
released. I dont't know of any other arrested persons, other than Horyn, 
that may be considered as writers. I don 'ti know of any other writers ' that, 
were^ arrested. There were some intellectuals arrested for their political 

'fney, -f- ‘ '. r; v • ' 

. activity ; / conducted anti-S<|viet propaganda. • > 

(Vitaliy KEYS) — touch too ©i$fcen the wdrfliiJkraina" 'is used. In poetry . 
it becomes boring. t§ y /'/'■ V 

A. (DRACH) — There must be some .misunder4ta^li| l S hefve-* One -cannot do 
without the words Ukraina, ukrainsky, etc. because then these works 
be ttoan ' ^th'oSt’^'a'rbrp.n . Wi. '•’*• ' X- ’■ - 1 ' ' ' 

A (PAVLYCHKO) Mr. Ke^/y) is right , inFa %fhy. |hfoo much emphasis on 
cheap patriotism may lead to nausea. On the other hand, to break 

W - •'/ 

away from one's Ukrainism means to deny one ' s existence. 

Q. (Yuri MACYK) Wonders whetherphere ' s any change for a return to something 
like Stalinism? f- ;• f 

A (Drach) -- That's an interesting question. |We have answered it } 

partially in our previous answers. We will do all we can to: prevent the 't 

bad times of the oast from returning. C % /• >% • 

‘ ' k/. If f/fi " 

Q, (Roman MAC) - — Mention was already made ahpu| the magazine toy S ^ e -( :s tvo . | 

This is a periodical of cinema, theatre, -spaint^ng and sculpture, and music.' 
It: comprises 90 - 120 pages and ccraes out quarterly. Soviet Ukraine will 

soon^c|lebra|e its 50th anniyqrsary, but as we see,: it; is still unable to- ' 
have '^abt^KjricSSiKHixx^HKigHKii periodical for each of these forms of art. • i 
Other., fmaller. countries l;j,£e,,* .^dland Y.u^^^ . two_ periodicals 

devoted to music and cinema. This is what the /.protest of the arrested 


devoted to music and cinema. This is what the protest of the arrested f" r ‘ I 
Ukrainian intellectuals was all about. They demanded the ea stop to 
'Russification, but surely this cannot .he Construed as anti-Soviet propaganda. 
Othe-rwise, why did the Soviet press keep silent -sabout the arrests, and ^ 
why were the trials held secretly? From these thoughts, another question 
comes up to my mind: Is it possible that 20 intellectuals could be so 

dangerous to the Soviet TipTiHiim Union, which will soon be 50. years old, that 
they had to be exiled outside the borders of Ukraine? 

A. (Pavlychko) (First he looked at his watch). Our time is very prescious. 

I will try to answer briefly . About those arrested: to my knowledge only , 
Horyn was sentenced. Among those arrested were former Ukrainian nationalists 

^ ffCffif 
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who were spreading anti-Soviet propaganda I doubt that -those arrested ’• 
demaded more Ukrainian periodicals, thoughlwe do need more. |Jext year 
we will be publishing a magazine devoted to music.iStill, we writers . ' ■. 

did defend those arrested. As to the/ question ^whether the arrested persoi^: 
were threatening the Soviet Union, A ; r doul?t ithatv too^' Our powerful dictatorial 
state co.uld have done much worse things :;tp: t^|ai.- TSte do have a dictatorship, ' 
that is only now becoming a democracy. >1-^/1-'; . 'if ff • 

(Pavlychko did not like the ab'^e qtastioh’ and fcomments, and ^rof • 
Magidov noticed it, and said thereif^p^l.'.'iie^ no more political -w. 


questions . ) 




Q. (STEPANENKO) Is the rehabilitation of Khvylovy and Vynnychenko possible'^. 
Also, is it possible to acquaint the people in Ukraine with the works ... 
of the emigre Ukrainians? •' K- \ : y 


A. (BEACH) - It is possible that the,. non-political works of Khvylovy and 
Vynnychenko will be published. As for the emigre works, we will try to 
do something in this field, in particular, wef; would like to acquaint 
the Ukrainians with the workslof the "New YorlS Group". 


Q. Why has no one written about the famine in Ukraine J only about Babiy Yar? 
A. (PAVLYCHKO) — It's not bad that Ukrainians are writing about Babiy Yar. 
What Yevtushenko has done should have been done by Ukrainians. Incidentally, ' 
Bazhan wrote earlier about Babiy Yar. Drach also v wrote- about it recently. 

An opinion has developed in the West 'that Ukrainian writers are anti-Semitic. 
,'This is untrue and insulting. Ivan Franko and L§sya Ukrainka wrote poems 
gloryfying - the Uews. Ukrainian literature ;mhsi; h-o : t fail- t p • mention the" 
famine. Some writers are already working on it , among them Kozachenko and 
Stelmakh. 


At the edd Prof. Magidov asked Drach to read his immortal ''Sunflower" 
and then Pavlychko thanked the host for the evening. v 

^ After the program ended, someone introduced Drach to the sister of ) 

Lesya Ukrainka. ExHKkxsrasxxauf Pavlychko ’was observed talking to / 

Magidov in Ukrainian, while Magidov spoke Eussian. 


Books .* Handed to Drach: 


Osyp Mandelshtam 
N. Gumilov 
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